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In the opening number of the 1984 Broadway musical, Sunday in the Park with George, the 
famous pointillist painter, Georges Seurat (1859-1891) has a clear vision of what his iconic 
masterpiece, A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grand Jatte, should look like when 
completed.   The Chair and faculty of the Department of Hospitality, Tourism and Events at 
MSU Denver make no claim of equivalent genius. However, the methodology employed to 
realize the vision of a new BS in Event and Meeting Management degree is quite similar to 
Seurat’s approach to his painting.  Like Seurat analyzing and ordering the diverse individuals 
and groups of people in the play, the degree plan began with a close look at the existing 
curriculum. The challenge was not to create something totally new, but rather to reimagine and 
create a more complete and detailed program. This required redesign of existing program 
components, identification and incorporation of missing content and harmonizing everything 
into a balanced overall program. As Seurat worked to achieve his vision within the structure of 
pointillism; the MSU Denver team worked within the structure of the detailed Meeting and 
Business Event Competency Standards (MBECS) and Meeting and Business Event Competency 
Standards Curriculum Guide.  
 
Meeting and event management has only recently transitioned from being regarded as an 
appendage of the hospitality industry into a separate and distinct employment sector, 
recognized by the US Department of Labor. This quantum leap in professional credibility was 
made possible by two watershed initiatives. The first was the creation of a specific body of 
knowledge for the meeting and business events industry, facilitated and supported by Meeting 
Professionals International (MPI). Released to the profession in 2011 the Meeting and Business 
Event Competency Standards (MBECS) became the foundation for the subsequent updating of 
the Certified Meeting Professional International Standards (CMP-IS).  
 
The importance and value to curriculum development of these competency standards was 
immediately evident to many academics. While programs across the country offered similar 
courses with identical names, there was no way to either know or assure academic institutions 
or potential industry employers that the content in any two programs was equivalent.  
Accordingly, the Meeting and Business Events Competency Standards Curriculum Guide, was 
published in 2012 to provide the tools necessary to create much needed consistency of content 



and transferability of credits among institutions. However, like the MBECS parent document, 
the MBECS Curriculum Guide was poorly launched, barely promoted and buried within layers of 
the MPI website.   
 
At first glance, like the MBECS, the companion Curriculum Guide can be somewhat 
overwhelming and intimidating in its depth of detail.  It is the hope of the authors that sharing 
the methodology of how we “ate the elephant one piece at a time” will encourage and assist 
colleagues in other programs to evaluate their existing curriculum and begin the process of 
aligning that curriculum with the MBECS.  
 
 

 
 
 
Follow up workshop  
In addition to a formal presentation, the authors suggest that an optional additional workshop 
be scheduled for those participants who would like to explore how to effectively use the  
MBECS Curriculum Guide.  Participants will be encouraged to bring anything from a single 
course syllabus to an entire curriculum, to obtain hands on experience with their own 
materials.  
 


