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The number of event organizing companies has been increasing across the world with the event 

sector not only gaining importance as a challenging and rewarding career field among 

graduates, but also as a result of professionalism demanded by both customers and suppliers 

offering services to these companies. A noticeable result of this is the emergence of event 

companies specialised in certain event types, for which design and planning procedures are 

prepared and executed with ideally every single detail of event organization being 

contemplated. In such procedures, anything from timing of an event to the location where it 

will be held, should be outlined in a detailed agenda.  In line with the numerous tasks involved 

in the process, various last-minute arrangements, customer expectations, cancellations and 

crises force event organizers to adjust their schedules to such changes accordingly and timely.  

The main aim of this on-going research is to investigate and examine how event organizing 

companies prepare and execute event design and planning procedures, and how these 

procedures differ according to different event types and the stipulations deriving from events’ 

nature.  To this end, three event companies each specialised in a specific event type are 

selected and contacted for primary data collection. The selected companies, which will be used 

as case studies, are specialised in sports events; media events as in film productions’ gala 

nights, and; conventional conferences and meetings. In-depth interviews held with managers 

and key personnel will form the main source of primary data, and are expected to be 

completed by May 2016. Findings, meantime, are hoped to provide valuable insights into event 

design and planning procedures in practice, and into the factors altering the procedures as a 

result of various practical and operational issues. The research is also expected to shed light 

onto the theoretical advancement of the subject with lessons learned from real-life cases.   

 

 


